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unique and special role. The Nation has
given reporters the awesome responsi-
bility to help communicate the needs
of the Nation, report on and analyze
the functioning of government, and
chronicle the day-to-day events that
affect our communities. In return, we
hope those journalists recognize the
importance of their responsibility and
carefully tend their role as stewards of
public information.

To maintain this profoundly impor-
tant and delicate relationship, it is es-
sential that journalists have strong
training in writing, investigation, and
ethics. That is why I am so proud of
The Rampage, its staff, and its advisor.
Mr. Keegan is teaching the important
fundamentals of journalism, instilling
in these young people the power and
obligation of a free press, and encour-
aging them to grow personally and pro-
fessionally in the process. Along the
way, their hard work and commitment
has earned these young journalists
great respect and renown.

I would like to say a special word of
thanks to The Rampage advisor, Mr.
Keegan. He is well-known in Rockville
and across the state for his commit-
ment to teaching and to his students.
As a journalism teacher and advisor for
20 years and coach of Team Maryland,
a state all-star academic team, Mr.
Keegan embodies all that is great and
good about education in America. He
inspires students personally, chal-
lenges them academically, and donates
enormous amounts of energy and time
to give kids the extra attention and en-
couragement they need to succeed. In
1997, he was recognized statewide when
Hood College in Frederick honored him
with its Maryland Distinguished
Teacher award.

Mr. President, I have worked with
quite a few journalists in my years of
public service. I have been proud that
many Maryland reporters and news
outlets have earned national reputa-
tions and honors. But I am uniquely
proud of The Rampage today because
they represent great hope for main-
taining a strong free press and a strong
democratic society. In their ranks we
may well find some of the next genera-
tion’s Pulitzer Prize winners. I con-
gratulate them today on their tremen-
dous accomplishments and wish them
all the best for their future endeavors.
Maryland is very proud of them.∑
f

MS. ROSA PARKS AND MR. OLIVER
W. HILL

∑ Mr. ROBB. Mr. President, I wanted to
say a few words today about two civil
rights leaders to whom this nation
owes an immense debt of gratitude. Ms.
Rosa Parks and Mr. Oliver W. Hill,
both, in very distinct ways, took ac-
tion that has helped make our children
more free, our society more enlight-
ened, our culture more enriched.

I was pleased to add my name to the
list of cosponsors of S. 531, legislation
to award a Congressional Gold Medal
to Ms. Rosa Parks, who as everyone

knows stood up to segregation by sit-
ting down in the front seats of a city
bus in Montgomery, Alabama. It is dif-
ficult to adequately put in words the
courage it took on the part of Ms.
Parks to oppose decades of institu-
tionalized racism. It is also hard to de-
scribe the pride we feel today in Ms.
Parks’ action, and in how our nation’s
conscience grew, although too slowly,
in response to the bus boycott that fol-
lowed.

Ms. Parks’ action set off a 382-day
bus boycott by 40,000 people, which in
turn led to a federal court challenge
and the end of Montgomery’s seg-
regated buses. The decade of peaceful
protests that followed brought us a
string of liberating Supreme Court de-
cisions and the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Today, Ms. Parks, an unassuming
seamstress, stands like a giant in the
history of the 20th century.

Mr. Oliver W. Hill, an aggressive at-
torney for the Civil Rights movement,
is less well known. But Mr. Hill is no
less courageous, and the contributions
he made to this country deserve much
greater recognition. For that reason,
I’ve asked the President to award him
the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

I describe Mr. Hill as ‘‘aggressive’’
because he trained as a warrior in the
cause of justice: he went to law school
specifically to overturn Plessy v. Fer-
guson. His training paid off. He pre-
vailed in Alston v. School Board of
City of Norfolk to grant equal pay for
African American teachers. And he de-
fended the rights of African American
students in Davis v. County School
Board of Prince Edward County, which
was one of the five cases decided as
part of Brown v. The Board of Edu-
cation. Sadly, all this success was not
without cost. Mr. Hill remembers the
terrible telephone calls to his home,
and the cross that was burned on his
yard in Richmond.

The courage and accomplishments of
this man and this woman are truly his-
toric and important to our nation. I
hope we can pass S. 531 quickly to rec-
ognize Ms. Parks, and I hope the Presi-
dent will decide very soon to reward
Mr. Hill with the Presidential Medal of
Freedom.∑
f

DR. CHARLENE R. NUNLEY, PRESI-
DENT OF MONTGOMERY COL-
LEGE

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise
today to commemorate the installation
of Dr. Charlene R. Nunley as the new
President of Montgomery College.
After a national search by the College’s
Board of Trustees, Dr. Nunley becomes
the sixth President of Montgomery
College, Maryland’s largest community
college, founded in 1946.

Dr. Nunley has already contributed
enormously to this institution in her
former position as Executive Vice
President and Chief Administrative Of-
ficer, where she was responsible for a
$110 million budget, and provided aca-
demic leadership for 40,000 credit and

noncredit students each year on three
different campuses. Dr. Nunley takes
over the helm from Robert E. Parilla,
whose two-decade tenure was critical
to the vision and growth that enabled
Montgomery College to become one of
Maryland’s premier community col-
leges. Not only was Dr. Nunley Mr.
Parilla’s personal choice for President,
she also has been with Montgomery
College even longer than he, beginning
her involvement six months prior to
the start of the Parilla Presidency. It
is, in fact, Dr. Nunley’s longevity that
is at the root of her deep and personal
dedication to this institution. This ex-
tensive institutional knowledge also
gives her the wisdom and credibility to
formulate a clear vision for the future
growth of Montgomery College as we
approach the new millennium.

Dr. Parilla and the Board of Direc-
tors were certainly not the only ones
who felt strongly that Nunley was the
right person for this job. Corporate se-
curities advisor Gordon Macklin an-
nounced that he and his wife would be
making a $1.26 million gift to the
school after Nunley became President.
This gift, announced on January 27,
1999, constitutes the largest single
charitable gift to a Maryland commu-
nity college and will provide for the es-
tablishment of the Gordon and Marilyn
Mack in Business Institute. The
Macklin Institute, expected to open in
the fall of 1999, will offer an honors pro-
gram for second-year students who will
be provided with a scholarship, a
laptop computer, a summer internship,
and a faculty and corporate mentor.
Therefore not only does this Institute
offer an increased business curriculum
and high-tech training to Montgomery
College students, but it will encourage
strong business students to enroll at
Montgomery College, and will promote
economic development in the area.

Additionally, on March 24, 1999,
Montgomery College received its sec-
ond historic gift since Nunley was
named President on January 4 of this
year. Paul Peek, a computer systems
manager from McLean, Virginia do-
nated $1.3 million to the College’s Hu-
manities Institute and Art Depart-
ment. This represents the single larg-
est individual gift ever to a Maryland
community college, and will be used to
support the ongoing work of both the
Humanities Institute and the Depart-
ment of Art. In appreciation for this
gift, Montgomery College has named
the Humanities Institute and the
Rockville Campus’s Art Building in
Peck’s name.

Dr. Nunley was educated at Pennsyl-
vania State University and received a
Ph.D. in Educational Policy Studies
from George Washington University.
Before joining Montgomery College 26
years ago, Dr. Nunley served as Direc-
tor of Institutional Research at How-
ard Community College in Columbia,
Maryland, and began her career in edu-
cation at the Potomac State College of
West Virginia University.

Mr. President, Dr. Nunley’s cre-
ativity, effectiveness and dedication
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